
88D Weather Radar 
 
 The most effective tool to detect precipitation is radar. Radar, which stands for 

RAdio Detection And Ranging, has been utilized to detect precipitation, and 
especially thunderstorms, since the 1940's. Radar enhancements have enabled 
NWS forecasters to examine storms with more precision. 
 
The NWS's newest radar is called the WSR-88D, which stands for Weather 
Surveillance Radar - 1988 Doppler (the prototype radar was built in 1988). As its 
name suggests, the WSR-88D is a Doppler radar, meaning it can detect 
motions toward or away from the radar as well as the location of precipitation 
areas. 
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